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TO: Paul Gosselin, California Department of Water Resources Deputy Director 

FROM: Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

DATE: July 6, 2022 

RE: Revisions to Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Cuyama Valley Groundwater Basin 

     

Following submittal of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) in January 2020, the Cuyama Valley Groundwater 
Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (CBGSA) received a Determination Letter (Letter) on January 21, 2022 
(Supplemental Appendix A) from the California Department of Water Resources (DWR). The Letter provided the 
CBGSA with an Incomplete Determination for the GSP and the necessary corrective actions required for approval. Per 
SGMA regulations, the CBGSA was given a 180-day correction period to update and address any deficiencies in the 
GSP. DWR’s Incomplete Determination identified four areas of deficiency that required revisions to and resubmittal of 
the GSP. The four deficiencies are summarized as follows:  

 Potential Corrective Action 1: Provide justification for, and effects associated with, the sustainable 
management criteria and how they may affect beneficial users.  

 Potential Corrective Action 2: Use of groundwater levels as a proxy for depletion of interconnected surface 
water. 

 Potential Corrective Action 3: Further address degraded water quality by providing additional clarification and 
justification of available data, monitoring, and thresholds.  

 Potential Corrective Action 4: Provide explanation for how overdraft will be mitigated in the basin. 

To address these deficiencies, the CBGSA developed supplemental information that has been included in this revised 
version of the GSP. This information is included in a technical memorandum (Supplemental Appendix B) that describes 
the CBGSA’s response to the Letter in detail, with relevant supplemental information inserted into this revised version 
of the GSP, including: 

 Supplemental Table of Contents – This is inserted at the end of the original Table of Contents and provides 
page numbers of the supplemental text sections. 

 Supplemental GSP Subsections – To ensure transparency, all revisions to the original GSP are included as 
supplemental subsections at the end of each applicable section. These supplemental subsections are on new 
pages separate from the original GSP, with text in blue color font, and with notes to identify what GSP 
subsections the supplemental information pertains to. 

In addition, a recent review of the CBGSA January 2020 submittal to DWR revealed that an incorrect version of Section 
7 was submitted to DWR at that time. To accurately reflect the direction of the CBGSA Board, the revised GSP includes 
the version of Section 7 that was originally approved by the Board in December 2019, with supplemental content added 
in response to DWR’s determination letter as described above. To ensure full transparency and to assist DWR with its 
review, a pdf comparison between the version submitted to DWR and the version approved by the Board in December 
2019 has been provided as Supplemental Appendix C.  

The revised version of the GSP, including the supplemental content and appendices described above, was approved 
by the CBGSA Board on July 6, 2022. 
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